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The Nicaraguan ceasefire at this point has been extended until June 9, the end of the fourth round
of peace talks. Earlier the Nicaraguan government had proposed extension of the truce for 30 days
after the expiration of prior truce, set for June 1. The contras rejected the 30-day extension. In a May
31 speech to the Association of Mothers of Heroes and Martyrs, President Daniel Ortega accused
the US of undermining the last round of peace talks. Coontra military chief Enrique Bermudez
and the five members of the contra political directorate met in Washington with Secretary of State
George Shultz on May 23, two days before the contras left for Managua. "It was not in the United
States' interest for us to arrive at any agreement in Managua, and that is exactly why they sent
Bermudez here to block the possiblity of a definitive peace accord," Ortega said. Representatives
of the Nicaraguan domestic opposition demanded on May 31 that they be included in future
negotiations. Roger Guevara, secretary of the Nicaraguan Democratic Coordinator (CDN), said
a three-party dialogue involving the government, the contras and the domestic opposition was
necessary to bring about lasting peace in the country. The CDN includes four political parties that
have no representation in the national legislature, two independent labor unions and the Superior
Council of Private Industry business organization. (Basic data from UPI, 05/31/88)
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